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OUR NEW DIRECTOR 
JOHNATHAN 
HEADLAND 

We are delighted to 
welcome Johnathan to 
the board of directors at 
WWA having been with the 
company for over three 
years as Urban Design 
Associate (p.2)

AWARD WINNER 
K ATHRYN GUNDRY 
PROMOTED

After scooping two awards 
this year Kathryn Gundry 
has been promoted 
to Design Associate 
championing excellence in 
social housing and extra 
care design (p.3)

LORD WANDSWORTH 
SCIENCE BLOCK 
NEARS COMPLETION

This £6m state of the 
art science facility in 
Hampshire is due to 
complete in the next couple 
of months - the clients are 
impressed with how close it 
is to the 3D renders! (p.7)



JOHNATHAN 
HE ADL AND -  OUR 
NE W DIRECTOR

WWA are pleased to 
welcome Johnathan to 
the Board of Directors. 
Johnathan joined the 
Oxford office of WWA 
in 2018 and quickly 
established himself as a 
very capable designer, 
particularly in the 
residential sector. 

His 8 years of experience 
working for major 
housebuilders have given 
him a deep understanding 
of development economics 
enabling him to balance 
the often competing 
ambitions of exemplary 

placemaking with the 
pragmatism expected from 
the development industry.  
Johnathan is interested in 
the processes that facilitate 
development through 
the planning system, 
especially the role design 
and consultation play in 
delivering practical high-
quality places. 

He has a wealth of 
experience in delivering 
residential and mixed-use 
schemes from feasibility 
studies through to 
consented projects of up to 
1500 dwellings. 

As a Shareholder and 
Director of our growing 
business Johnathan offers 
pragmatic and imaginative 
thinking that draws on the 
best of our in-house design 
and planning expertise to 
deliver our projects on time 
and on budget. 

Currently Johnathan is 
working on a broad range 
of projects from feasibility 
stage through to detailed 
design for our clients 
across the home counties. 
Get in touch with Johnathan 
to see how WWA can add 
value to your next project. 

PROJECTS 
OF NOTE

 » New commercial 
trading estate at 
Booker Airfield, 
High Wycombe - 
over 2500m2 of 
employment space 

 » Stroud District 
Council - two full 
applications for 40 
resdential units 

 » Faringdon Town 
Centre - Mixed use 
redevelopment of 
former retail site 

Following the UK Prop 
Fest Expo, our team 
attended the OxPropFest 
Awards & Dinner where 
Kathryn Gundry, WWA 
Design Associate, was 
declared WINNER of 
the OxPropFest Young 
Property Person of the 
Year Award.  

The Award was presented 
by Olympic Rower Gold 
Medalist Greg Searle MBE 
at the ceremony which 
was attended by over 400 
people.  

This was a particularly 
impressive award for 
Kathryn as she was up 
against entrants from 
Savills and Bidwells.

Kathryn was promoted to 
associate at WWA in 2021 
after growing her expertise 
in social housing and 
extra care design through 
innovation and leadership 
within the company and 
outside. Kathryn is also a 
board member of Women 
in Social Housing (WISH).

She is currently training to 
be an access consultant 
in addition to her role as 
an Architect. This is the 
second award for Kathryn, 
who earlier this year, won 
the G4C Future Leader 
Award at the SECBE 2021 
Awards. It is also the 
second time a member 
of our team has won the 
Young Person award!

We are excited to see 
construction commence 
on the extension of Ferry 
Cottage, a Grade II listed 
property near Oxford. 
Our team has created an 
unashamedly modern 
extension offering a high 
quality, sustainable design 
solution.   A frameless 
glass link preserves the 
existing cottage whilst 
the extension is dealt 
with in a contemporary 
fashion to avoid confusing 

the history of the house. 
Planning permission and 
listed building consent 
were secured with the 
Conservation Officer 
particularly praising the 
design approach.  Once 
completed, the extension 
will provide a substantial 
amount of extra space to 
the existing cottage.  If you 
have a similar property that 
you would like to extend, 
do get in touch with our 
team.

OX PROPFES T 
YOUNG  
PROPERT Y  
PERSON OF  
T HE Y E A R

CONS T RUC T ION 
COMMENCES AT 
FERRY COT TAGE
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Ferry Cottage - Render view and site/roof plan



WWA is delighted to be a 
sponsor of the Housing LIN, 
having been the beneficiary 
of the knowledge, learning 
and research it provides for 
many years. 

The Housing Learning and 
Improvement Network (LIN) 
is a sophisticated network 
bringing together housing, 
health and social care 
professionals in England, 
Wales, and Scotland to 
exemplify innovative 
housing solutions for an 
ageing population.

From his experience of 
working with them over 
many years, Mark Slater, 
Director at WWA Studios, 
remarked that Housing LIN 
has often challenged the 
status quo and is always 
looking for innovative 
solutions and ideas on a 
wide variety of topics to 
share with the industry. This 
chimes with WWA Studios’ 
own ethos of creating 
outstanding people-centric 
places through innovative 
multi-disciplinary practice. 

We hope to provide support 
and insight to enable them 
to continue to provide its 
exemplary service.
WWA are supporting the 
Housing LIN web article 
titled: Sight Loss, Home and 
the Built Environment. If you 
are interested in design in 

the Health and Social Care 
sectors get in touch with 
our expert team and we 
will be glad to share our 
experience with you.

Mark has been contributing 
to the Housing LIN web 
resources through a blog 
entitled: “Getting on site: 
Taking a macro and micro 
approach”.

Mark’s blog highlights 
WWA’s understanding of 
the importance of ensuring 
design and planning caters 
for blind and partially 
sighted people at all scales. 
However, this is only one 
aspect of design and we 
also have a number of 
other considerations from 
ensuring good acoustics 
for people with hearing loss 
to ensuring accessibility 
at both building and 
neighbourhood scale for 
people with limited mobility. 
Only through using a holistic 
and inclusive approach to 
design and planning can 
this be achieved. 

Tune into Housing LIN’S 
weekly HappiHour session 
on 12 October at 4pm where 
our Design Director, Mark 
Slater will be introducing 
the session on Passivhaus 
for Active Ageing which will 
focus on sustainability and 
Passivhaus Design. 

xxxxxxxxx

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson undertook a 
cabinet reshuffle on the 
15th September 2021 which 
included the replacement 
of Robert Jenrick as the 
Secretary of State of 
the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) 
with Surrey Heath MP 
Michael Gove. As part of 
this appointment, it was 
announced that the MHCLG 
will also be renamed 
the Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC).
 
Within the first week, 
Michael Gove announced 
that he had “paused” the 
government’s long-awaited 
shake-up of the planning 
system and pledged to 
conduct a review into 
how the proposals can be 

improved, in consultation 
with backbench colleagues 
and industry stakeholders. 

In our opinion, setting 
mandatory housing targets 
and the controversial zonal 
planning elements of the 
White Paper published 
in 2020, are likely to be 
watered down or removed 
altogether. It is also 
inevitable that there will 
be a further delay on the 
planning bill. 

The appointment of Michael 
Gove emphasises the 
Government’s change of 
direction.  Harborough 
MP Neil O’Brien, who was 
one of the key opponents 
to the proposed changes 
in planning has also been 
announced as under-
secretary to Michael Gove.
In 2018, Neil published 

“Green, Pleasant and 
Affordable”, a policy report 
which looked into planning 
reform.  This included the 
creation of new garden 
cities, greater support for 
small and medium house 
builders, and new homes 
specifically designed for 
young working people 
which are evenly split 
between properties for rent 
and for purchase.

This changing of the guard 
represents a significant 
new direction for the 
Government. It is expected 
that new planning reform 
will be announced within 
the coming months as 
Michael Gove will want to 
stamp his own authority on 
the planning bill and keep 
his reputation for “making 
change happen”.

As part of our commitment 
to achieve a zero carbon 
office by 2030, we regularly 
review our office practices 
acting on staff suggestions 
and initiatives to reduce 
energy and waste – not 
only in our day to day 
activities, but also through 
the services we offer.  

We have accredited 
Passivhaus designers 
within our team and have 
just taken delivery of a pair 
of Vauxhall Corsa electric 

vehicles as pool cars for 
our London and Oxford 
offices. 

With a range in excess of 
200 miles on battery power 
these vehicles reinforce 
our efforts to reduce the 
energy used in delivering 
our projects. 

This means we can offer 
on-site consultations with 
new clients without any 
CO2 emissions! 

CH A NGING OF T HE GUA RD – T HE 
IMPAC T ON PL A NNING REFORM 

L AT ES T A DDI T IONS TO OUR T E A M 
A ND T HE Y A RE T W INS!

W WA SPONSORS 
HOUSING LIN
THE HOUSING LEARNING AND IMPROVEMENT NETWORK  
IS A LEADING KNOWLEDGE HUB IN SPECIALIST HOUSING 
INNOVATION
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We believe that for all clients, understanding 
space becomes easier with models, both virtual 
and physical. We currently use 3D drawing 
programmes to generate walk- throughs and 
realistic images to illustrate sizes and how spaces 
work.

Mark Slater - Director WWA Studios

“  ”



W WA STUDIOS 
PR ACTICE DAY

Our two WWA offices got 
together towards the end of 
the summer for our annual 
Practice Day.  This was the 
first time our Oxford and 
London teams met face to 
face since the merger of 
West Waddy and Archadia.  

We shared an action-
packed day of 
presentations and 
workshops on team-
building and planning the 
future direction of our 
business.  

It was great to see every 
member of staff making an 
active contribution to the 
day and coming together 
as one.  Following lunch we 
ventured into Oxford City 
centre on a guided walking 
tour of many historic gems 
and modern architectural 
wonders (fuelled of course 

by coffee and cake!). To 
round the evening off 
we enjoyed a BBQ in our 
sunny riverside garden in 
Abingdon. 

It was a welcome day 
that left the team feeling 
reconnected and 
reinvigorated, underlining 
the importance of social 
connection that is so 
important to our work.

The image above depicts 
the University of Oxford, 
Radcliffe Observatory 
Quarter Mathematical 
Institute designed by 
Rafael Viñoly Architects - 
The wonderful photo was 
captured by our Director, 
Jean Hanna.
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ENJOY ING OX FORD’S DELIGH T S!

The team in Oxford (above) and Abingdon (below) CGI view of the proposed (above), Site progress (below)

We are excited to see 
that construction of our 
£6m science block at Lord 
Wandsworth College, 
Hampshire is due to 
complete within the next 
couple of months.  

The 12-lab science facility 
will provide its students 
with ‘state-of-the-art’ 
Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology laboratories plus 
a conference room with 
catering provision, a 
faculty room, technicians 
prep areas and quiet 
study space for break-
out sessions as well as 
casual seating areas. It was 
encouraging to hear the 
client say ‘How nice it is 
that it looks just like the 3D 
images’.  We look forward 
to seeing it in use.

The colour coated zinc 
cladding is one of the most 
significant features of this 
new facililty. The colour 
was chosen to echo the 
existing clay tiled roofs that 
characterise the site with 
red-brown hues important 
to the identity of the 
college buildings.

The central circulation and 
impressive entrance atria 
create a sense of arrival 
and community to the 
building interior. 

We can’t wait to share 
photos of the interior once 
finished. For details of our 
educational design services 
contact Philip Waddy at:  
philip.waddy@wwa-studios.com

We are pleased to see that 
works on the extension 
to Abingdon Prep School 
have commenced on 
site.  Construction of this 
substantial extension is 
due to complete in time 
for Autumn term 2022 
and will provide a new 
music department, CDT 
and IT facilities, plus 
the provision of new 
classrooms to provide a 
permanent replacement for 
the temporary classrooms 
currently in use at the back 
of the school.  

The new accommodation 
will also enable 
reorganisation of existing 

facilities to create a large 
central library at the heart 
of the school as a shared 
resource for pupils of all 
ages.

The project was initiated as 
a result of our longstanding 
relationship with the school 
after completing Phase 1 
works on the refurbishment 
of the Listed main building.
 
The scheme is part of 
a recent programme of 
investment to ensure that 
Abingdon Preparatory 
School retains its 
position as one of the top 
preparatory schools in the 
region.

“It looks just like the 3D images!”

LWC SCIENCE 
BLOCK NE A RING 
COMPLE T ION 

A BINGDON PREP
SCHOOL WORK S 
IN PROGRESS
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A BOU T
WWA is a an innovative multi-disciplinary practice 
of Architects, Urban Designers and Town Planners 
with a rich pedigree of successful projects delivered 
over our 136 year history. We offer outstanding client 
focussed services embracing the natural crossover 
between built environment disciplines and we 
consistently deliver high quality projects on time and 
on budget. Our team of town planners offer added 
value to clients with an exceptional success rate in 
achieving planning consent.
 
Please contact one of the Directors for a no 
obligation discussion about how we might assist you 
with your planning or development project.

UP + COMING
 » WWA will be exhibiting at...  
The OxCam Arc Economic Growth and 
Development Conference  
16 -17 November 2021 (Stadium Milton Keynes)  
Key topics including net zero growth, 
placemaking, affordable housing, science  
and technology investment are all set to be 
discussed at the event. 

 » WWA will also be exhibiting at... 
The Farm Business Innovation Show 
10 - 11 November 2021 (NEC Birmingham) 
The event seeks to inspire rural entrepreneurs 
and help landowners capitalise on their holdings.

W WA E X HIBI T ING AT  
T HE UK PROPF ES T 

Earlier this month, WWA took part in the UKProp 
Fest Expo where we took a stand to exhibit our 
services and ran a competition to guess how 
many Lego bricks were stuffed into a Perspex 
container.  The Expo took place at Westcott 
Venture Park, Bicester and was well attended by 
property professionals from all over Oxfordshire. 
With a particular emphasis on carbon reduction 
and sustainability, the day also included talks by 
the people making the decisions on the future of 
the region with different views and solutions which 
reflect our changing world.  It was great to be able 
to network and meet with colleagues again. 

BULLE TIN
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CHECK OU T  
OUR W EB SI T E

WWA-STUDIOS.COM


